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ACT |

Scene 1

NARRATOR 1:
One of the great uses for words is, of course, story
telling. Passing on personal histories, know edge and
cultural identity.

NARRATOR 2:
O just having fun. This is a story about a cat. A cat
with a pair of boots. It is called Puss in Boots. Now,
once there were three brothers naned Jack, Jake, and
Jaques. .

NARRATOR 1:
And when their father died, he |left everything he owned
to them

NARRATOR 1:
The ol dest, Jake, got the half the farm

NARRATOR 2:
The m ddl e son, Jaques, got the other half of the farm

NARRATOR 1:
And our hero here, Jack, got an old burlap bag, sone
red boots.

NARRATOR 2:
and a cat.

CAT:
Me? He got me? I'mthe cat. So | that nmeans he got ne.
Kid, This is your lucky day. Al right. Take nme away.
|’myours. (junps in Jack’s arns)

JACK
It’s not fair. My brothers got the farm and | didn’t
get anyt hi ng.

CAT:
ahem Hell o? You have to look at this froma nore
positive frame of mnd. The future isn’t about what you
get, it’'s about what you do with what you ve got. And
you - You got this, uh, beautiful, useful bag for
putting things in; who!! and these cool boots. | |ove
boots. Did | nention that?

JACK

Boots? Those are fancy boots, not work boots. Wat
would I do with then?
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CAT:
Come on man. Look on the bright side. Best of all you
got ne. You got the best of the deal if you want to
know. Are you listening to nme? Hell o.

JACK
It’s not what | want.

CAT:
What was it you wanted? The cow? The pigs? Cause |'m
pretty clever as cats go. | can hel p you get whatever
it is you want. Really. Trust ne. Cats can do that, you
know. Dogs can’'t. Cats can. Just tell ne what it was
you wanted, and we’' |l nake a plan. Cone on, tell ne.
The sheep? The chi ckens? Wat ?

JACK
| want to marry the princess.

CAT:
(laughs hysterically with Narrator 2) Jack, That’'s
funny. And here I thought all work and no play nade you
a dull boy. But you have a sense of hunmor. | can hardly
breath, | was |aughing so hard. So really, what do you
want ? Tell me the truth.

JACK
| want to marry the princess.

NARRATOR 1:
He wants to marry the princess.

NARRATOR 2:
He wants to marry the princess.

CAT:
Do you know the princess? How do you know you' || 1ike
each ot her? How do you know she’s not annoyi ng and
obnoxi ous and irritating?

JACK
| had a dream | net her there. She was wonderful. W
got married in the dream But | knowit wll never
happen in real life. It’s inpossible. Just a dream

CAT:
Just a drean? | npossible? Nothing is inpossible, If you
really want it badly enough. You have the dream Now
you need to do three things:

NARRATOR 1:

One- you have to believe in the dream No matter how
i npossible it seens.
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NARRATOR 2:

Two - you have to have a plan. And be willing to work
hard at that plan.

CAT:
And three - this is inportant - you have to give ne
everyt hing you own.

JACK
G ve you - That would be crazy! | only have a burl ap
bag, sone boots, ny last lunch, and two copper coins.
And |’ m supposed to give then to you?

CAT:
That woul d be a crazy thing to do. Insane! Absurdly
whacko. But if you want to do the inpossible, you have
to be crazy, insane and whacko. That rem nds ne, the
fourth thing you have to do

JACK
You said three things.

NARRATOR 1:
He’ s not very good at nath.

CAT:
The fourth thing you have to do is trust ne. One
hundred and five percent. No nmatter what. Now give ne
what you’ ve got.

JACK
| don’t know why |’mdoing this. Here's the bag. Here
are the boots and here are ny two copper coins.

CAT:
Uh uh uh. Don’t hold out on nme, now.

JACK
My lunch? Real ly? But |’ m hungry!

CAT:
Have [unch? Marry the princess? What is nore inportant?

JACK
Oh all right. Here is ny lunch. Wat are you going to
do with ny boots?

CAT:

|’ mgoing to wear them of course. These are sone coo
| ooki ng boots.
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JACK
Well, what are you going to do with ny two copper
coi ns?

CAT:
Buy nyself the fanciest hat | can find. A cat in a hat
- maybe they’' |l wite a book about ne.

JACK
And ny | unch?

CAT:
Eat it. I'’mvery hungry. (starts eating)

JACK
That’s it? You get fancy boots, a nice hat and ny
lunch? But | trusted you.

CAT:
And you have to keep on trusting ne, no matter how
crazy, whacko and insane it seens. Now go take a wal k
while I start catching us a plan.

JACK
Trust the cat. Trust the cat. | believe. | believe.

NARRATOR 1:
And so Jack trusted the Cat, although it was a very,
very hard thing to do.

NARRATOR 2:
Especially when he didn't see himagain for days and
days. Now, what do we know about this princess?

NARRATOR 1:
Well, King and the Queen were good people, nostly. And
did their best to rule fairly and wsely, but there are
sonme things that test the wi sdom and patience of even
the fairest and w sest.

NARRATOR 2:
Li ke what ?

PRI NCESS:
Fi nel Go ahead and ground nme. Lock ne away in a tower.
| don’t care! | never get to do anything. | want to
have a dream | want to believe in it, work towards it.
Not just stay locked up in this stupid castle, studying
all the tinme.

QUEEN:

Dear, it's for your own good. You can’'t keep sneaking
out of the castle. It isn't safe.
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PRI NCESS:
But | have ideas about how we can make the ki ngdom
better for everyone who |lives here - Roylaty and
peasants alike. | have wonderful ideas and dreans, but
| need to get out and | earn about things - take a few
chances. Maybe do things that seema little crazy.

Kl NG
What | don’t understand, and | understand a lot- | even
under stand word puzzles- |ike the one where there are
two horses, one going east and the other going west and

QUEEN:
You were saying dear?

Kl NG
Oh yes, got a bit off the subject. What were we talking
about? Word puzzles wasn’'t it?

PRI NCESS:
My getting out of the castle occasionally, |earning,
expl oring, taking chances -

Kl NG
Ch yes. Well, | don’t understand why you woul d want to.
The world outside is so nessy. There are ogres, |I'm
told, though | don’t believe it, mnd you. There are
peopl e you don’t know. Mud, wild animals. All sorts of
di sgusting things. It’s why |I never go outside the
castl e nyself. But here. Things are so nice. Cean and
orderly. No surprises. You know everybody. Wio you can
trust, who you can’t. \Who has been sneaking down to the
kitchen at night and eating ny strawberries, even
t hough 1’ve told himthat those strawberries are mne,
and I"'mthe king, by golly, | ought to be able to have
my own strawberries when | want.

QUEEN:
So you see the point is -

PRI NCESS:
The point is | should stay |ocked inside this nice safe
little castle all ny |ife and never neet anyone new,
have any adventures, or do anything interesting. Not
t ake any chances or nake any new di scoveri es.

QUEEN:
Yes dear, | think that sunms it all up pretty well.

PRI NCESS:
Argggggggggg
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HERALD ( NARRATOR 1)
Excuse nme for interrupting. But, Your Mjesties have a
visitor.

Kl NG:
A visitor? No one ever cones to visit us. | don't know
why that is. Do you know why that is?

PRI NCESS:
W don’t know anyone. Renenber, we never go outside the
castle. W have no friends. W never neet anyone.

QUEEN:
That’' s not true - we know - never nmind, send the
visitor in.

HERALD ( NARRATOR 1):
Send the visitor in.

(The Cat enters in boots and a fancy hat with the
bag over his shoul ders)

CAT:
(bows) Your nost royal mmjesties. | cone to you today as
an em ssary fromny master. He has | ong adm red your
| eadershi p. Your nuanced perfection of diplomatic
i ngenuity. Your.

Kl NG
What | anguage are you speaking? Is it French? | don’'t
speak french.

CAT:
Let ne put this another way. My nmaster |ikes you, and
sent you this present.

Kl NG
A present. Oh open it. Open it. Let nme have it.

QUEEN:
And who is your Master?

Kl NG
Can we open the present now?

CAT:
He has asked that in exchange for his gift, you do not
ask his name or inquire about himin any way.

Kl NG

Why? Doesn’t he like his nane? Is it a funny name |ike
Bri an Dogearsoup? O Jack fishpants? But fine,
what ever. Let’s open the present now. QOpen it.
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CAT:
(seeing the princess) Chh ny!

PRI NCESS:
What ? Why do you gasp when you see ne? AmI| so ugly to
anyone outside this castle?

CAT:
My master has had a dream for many nonths now. He says
that in his dream he neets a beautiful, intelligent
woman. And they dance through the night to the nost
romantic nusic-

Kl NG
Yes. Yes. Good. Now, let’s see the present.

PRI NCESS:
And what has this dreamto do with ne?

CAT:
When he woke up just yesterday, he drew a picture of
this beautiful |ady and when | saw you-

Kl NG
| want to see the Present!

PRI NCESS:
Wait. What were you about to say - about the draw ng?

CAT:
Vll, it looked so nuch |Iike you that I was amazed.

PRI NCESS:
The beautiful, intelligent woman in his dream | ooked
like me? I's your master is sone old man with
grandchi l dren on his knee.

CAT:
NO He is young and handsone, but he has never found
the right girl. \Wenever he neets someone, he thinks
"ahh but she is not as beautiful, clever or sweet as
the girl innmy dreans.” It is a sad ronmantic story,
don’t you think?

PRI NCESS:
Oh yes, very sad - and perhaps ronmatic.

Kl NG
So do you have a present for us or not?

CAT:

Yes, your majesty. My master could not deci de whet her
to give you gold or dianonds, rubies or pearls. Fist he

( MORE)
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CAT: (cont’d)
t hought gold, but no - rubies would be better - but
everyone | oves dianonds. But the truth is anyone could
give you nore treasure. So instead, in this bag you
find two of the fattest, nost delicious-

Kl NG
(l ooking in bag) Rabbits? These are rabbits.

PRI NCESS:
What a sweet thoughtful gift.

Kl NG
Rabbi ts? Sweet and thoughtful ?

PRI NCESS:
Everyone gives you gold and di anonds. This is unique,
and personal. Your master is truly a unique person -
soneone not afraid to be different - to take chances.

CAT:
| couldn’t have said it better nyself princess.

QUEEN:
We shoul d neet your Master. Please arrange it.

PRI NCESS:
Coul d he conme for dinner tonight? W have pl ans of
course, but we mght be willing to change them Just
this once, you understand.

Kl NG
Rabbits? Rabbits? It is true that no one ever gives ne
rabbits. That nmakes it quite unique. Tell nme, how did
he catch then?

CAT:
He sat quietly under a tree with his lunch on the
ground next to him and when the rabbits cane to nibble
t he sandwi ch he pounced and threw theminto the bag.

Kl NG
But he would have to be as quick as a cat to catch
rabbits that way. Wonderful reflexes. | amintrigued.
Well, tell himl command that he cone to di nner
t onor r ow.

PRI NCESS:
Yes!

CAT:
Tonmorrow? That’s too soon. | mean, ny nmaster nust

travel tonmorrow to far way |ands and so coming here to
di nner is inpossible.
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PRI NCESS:
But we could visit him Tonight. A surprise. Daddy
pl ease? Pretty please. | do so need to have an
adventure, of sone sort. If we go, | promse | wll

stop sneaking out the castle w thout your perm ssion.
And we shoul d see how our kingdomis doing.

QUEEN:
| think that is a wonderful i dea.

CAT:
Toni ght? Ahh tonight? Well, the castle is not ready for
a visit fromthe Royal famly. Besides, didn't
under stand that you never | eave the castle?

PRI NCESS:
But how I’ ve dreaned of changing that. It is time to
change it, isn't it Mther? Father?

QUEEN:
Yes, it is tine for a change. Tell himto prepare for
us this evening. Surely his servants can clean the
castle. Now, where is his castle? | know our kingdom

very wel |
CAT:
H s castle? His castle is - It’s over- no it’s over-
PRI NCESS:
You don’t know where he |ives?
CAT:
Well, his lands are so great that it is hard to say.
H's castle is - oh yes, north of here next to the great
bl ue | ake.
Kl NG
| have al ways heard that an ogre lives there. Not that
| believe in Oyres, mnd you.
CAT:
Qgres? Ha, we are sensible people your nmajesty. W
don’t believe in ogres. Do we? Oh, and do bring an
extra set of clothes tonight.
Kl NG
Extra cl ot hes?
CAT:

It is the style these days to change your cl othes at
| east several times during the evening. But of course
you al ready know t hat.
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PRI NCESS:

On how wonderful. An adventure. My dreans are starting
to come true.

NARRATOR 1:

CAT:

JACK

CAT:

JACK

CAT:

JACK

CAT:

JACK

CAT:

JACK

So the cat hurried honme to Jack to tell himthe news.

Well, the good news is that the princess wants to neet
you.

VWhat's the bad news?

No bad news. None. My goodness. You are so tense.
(starts massagi ng Jacks shoul ders) Take a breath. Good.
Rel ax. Good. You're doing great. | do have sone -

i nteresting news nmaybe.

(relaxed and linp) Ch, that feels so good. What is the
i nteresting news?

The princess and the royal famly are comng to your
castle tonight to neet you.

What ? How? That’'s bad news. That’'s really bad news.
That’ s horri bl e news.

Wy ?

| don’t have a castle. O any fancy clothes. O
anything that the princess would expect. | have
not hi ng.

Not true. You have a cat. But chill out, dude. Rel ax.

No problenpo. There is castle up north near the great
blue lake that I think we can get. It’s a fixer upper.
But it does have a water view

Up north? Great Blue Lake? That’'s the Ogre’s castle. A
bi g ugly, mean ogre who can change his shape into any
animal he wants to. He could tranple you as a bull or
eat you as a lion. Wiy woud he give us his castle?
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CAT:
Let ne take care of that. But, | need you to do two
t hi ngs before the princess rides by on her way to he
castl e.

JACK
| can’t give you anything else. | have nothing el se.
All I have are the clothes I’ m weari ng.

CAT:
Good, that’'s exactly what | need. Take off all your
cl ot hes.

JACK
That’' s crazy!

CAT:
Trust. Renenber. Trust the cat. Then go stand in the
river.

JACK
The river? This is insane. Trust the cat. Trust the
cat.

NARRATOR 2:
And though he felt like a fool he stood in the river
wi t hout hi s cl ot hes.

CAT:
Hel p hel p. Robbers thieves. Help. (runs off stage) Help
t hi eves. Oh, thank heaven a coach. Could you hel p us
sir?

JACK
Trust the cat. Trust the cat.

CAT:
(Cat reenters with the King, Queen, Princess and the
Coachman) Ch its you, Your mmjesty, what a wonderful
surprise. Thank heaven you arrived when you did.

QUEEN:
Oh ny goodness. Princess, don't |ook. This man has no
cl ot hes.

PRI NCESS:
No clothes? On. But he has a towel. Nice towel.

CAT:

W were headed back from Market where we picked up the
choi ces nost delicious foods for dinner tonight, when
twenty masked theives | eaped out and over powered us.
They took the Coach, the horses. Everything. Even, |I'm
enbarrassed to say, ny naster’s clothes.
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PRI NCESS:
Robbers? Real robbers? An adventure! Ch, How exciting.
QUEEN:
This is your naster?
JACK
Well, | guess dinner is off. | feel so bad about that.
CAT:
Don't be silly. You just told me we woul d have di nner
anyway.
Kl NG

You have no clothes on. Princess, this man has no
clothes on. Don’t | ook.

CAT:
Wait, what good fortune that you have an extra set of
clothes with you.

Kl NG
Yes. Yes | have. But that is neither her nor there. My
clothes weren’'t stolen. Hs were.

PRI NCESS:
But you could I end himyour extra cl ot hes.

JACK
Only for alittle while, till I get m ne back.

PRI NCESS:
Do you know what this is? This is an adventure. | |ove
adventures. Robbers stealing your clothes. Ww. You are
so lucky. Good thing they left you a towel. D d they
| eave you anything el se?

JACK
Just ny dreans.

PRI NCESS:
| have dreanms too. | don’t know what |’'d do w thout
t henf?

JACK
Do you know you are even nore beautiful in person than
you are in ny dreans?

PRI NCESS:

| bet you say that to all the princesses.
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CAT:
And now if you' |l excuse ne, | need to run ahead and
see if the castle is ready.

JACK
But wait. By yourself? Isn’t that dangerous?

PRI NCESS:
Wiy would it be dangerous to see if the castle is
cl ean?

CAT:
Oh you know how the servants are these days, why sone
of them are al nost ogres.

Kl NG
Oh that’s funny. Ogres. But of course there is not
such thing, is there?

NARRATOR 1:

So Puss in Boots went ahead to the Ogre’'s castle.

OCGRE ( NARRATOR 2):
Who i s knocking at nmy door? Where are the servants? Ch
yes, | ate them | shall have to answer it nyself.
Hell o, who are you? Ahhhh ahhhh ahhhhh choo. Say is
there a cat around here? |’'mallergic to cats.

CAT:
No sir, No cats. Look, I'’ma reporter with the nedi eval
ti mes newspaper, and we’'d like to do a story on you. Is
it true that you do horrible nean, nasty things?

OGRE
Oh yes. Mean, nasty. Al those people out there live in
fear of ne. Fear that if I’mnot happy | mght eat them
up. O even if I’mhappy. Yes |'mpretty nean evil
wi cked bad and nasty. Ahhhh ahhhh ahhhhh choo. You sure
there’s no cat around? OKk. Next question.

CAT:
| amtold you can change shape into anything you want.
But I'"mafraid our readers don't believe it. Can you
prove it to our readers?

OGRE
| can’t change into sonething big in the house, | would
break the ceiling.

CAT:
Then step right outside the door. | need to see this
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OGRE
|11 go outside. Now watch.

CAT:
Whoa!!'! That’'s big. But hey, anybody can do big. | bet
you can’'t turn into a teeny weeny little nopuse.

OGRE
(of f stage) Ch yeah, watch this.

CAT:
Whoa. Good. Come inside and let nme see. You look like a
real nmouse, let nme | ook closer. (cat picks up nouse)
Yep, you' re a nouse. Ch yes, by the way, |I'’ma cat.
(cat swal | ows nouse)

NARRATOR 1:
And that was the end of the ogre. And,just in tine.
Here cones the Royal famly wth Jack.

QUEEN:
Hel | 0. Any one hone? W just couldn’t wait to see the
castl e.

CAT:
VWhat do you think? Pretty nice eh? Great water view
Needs a little work, but that is com ng.

QUEEN:
This is - this is - Terrible. D sgusting. Cobwebs, dust
- bones.

CAT:
Wll, it was the servants’ day off.

Kl NG
This | ooks horrible. Alnost as if an Ogre has been
living here. Not a brave young prince. Ch this is not
right. Conme princess. W have nmade a terrible mstake.
We nust | eave, now.

PRI NCESS:
Jack?

JACK
Cat ?

CAT:
Uh wel |, your highness, there is an expl anation. You
see, Jack - well, | nean the castle, | nmean. You see
there was a - Then a - I'msorry Jack. |’mout of
tricks.
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QUEEN:
This is quite - | can’t find the right words. Cone
dear. | knew we should not have left the castle.

JACK
No wait. You are right. This place is terrible. It
isn"t a wonderful, beautiful castle, and | don’'t have
wonder ful, beautiful clothes. The truth is | have
not hi ng.

CAT:

You have a cat.

JACK
The truth is | have nothing, except a hope and a w sh
and a dream

CAT:
And a cat.
Kl NG
Whose castle and | ands are these really?
CAT:
Vell, they belong to Jack now, because | ate the Qgre
that used to |live here. (burp) eww, ogres, even snal
nouse shaped ones are rather sour. But Jack is a
wonder ful young nman who has dreans and the trust
and bravery to do what needs to be done, even when it
is crazy, and enbarassing.
Kl NG
Conme daughter. It is tine for us to | eave. Ogres. Ugh.
PRI NCESS:
No.
QUEEN:
No?
PRI NCESS:

No. W were invited to spend an evening and it woul d be
extrenely rude to | eave right now Daddy, Momy. G ve
hi ma chance. You | ook around and see what is here
right now. | | ook around and see what could be here.
Look how Jack changed when he put on your royal

cl ot hes, Daddy. Thi ngs change. Things grow. Look how
beautiful this place could be now that the ogre is
gone. It just needs a chance - a little |ove. W need
to take this chance. No nmatter how crazy, insane or
whacko it seens.
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JACK
And that is what | offer you, princess. A chance to
build a future, to have faith in our dreans, and watch
them cone true. A chance for love to grow. You said
your dreans were inportant to you. | would like to know
-VWhat are your dreans, princess?

PRI NCESS:
| thought no one would ever ask nme that. Let’s take a
walk and 1'l1 tell you about them And ny nane is
Di ana, not Princess. (they wal k off together)

NARRATOR 1:
And as you might well imagine, in tine, they fell in
| ove and nmarried. They noved into the Ogre’s castle and
it turned out quite beautiful, | do believe.

CAT:
Wait a mnute. Aren’t you forgetting sonmeone rather
inportant to this story? Hello? Over here. The cat! The
story is called Puss in Boots. Wat happened to the
cat?

NARRATOR 2:
The cat got to keep the boots. (cat pantom nes for nore
info) and the hat. (cat pantom nes for nore info) and
lived in the castle with all the fresh sweet mice he
could eat. What? What did | forget?

JACK
What happened with the princess and ne?

Princess:

What do you think silly! We lived happily ever after.



